LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
WEEK 5 | The Leper
Week of October 11, 2020

Life Group Schedule
PREP	

Review the weekend service online. Read through each Scripture reference
prayerfully. Invite the Holy Spirit to show you any correction you need to make
around this week’s topic. Be willing to be open, humble, and honest with your
group about what He is showing you.

10 Min

Log In, chat, check on everybody! Remember, be a facilitator of conversation, not
a preacher! Talk little, listen more, and have fun! Keep in mind we do this for 		
community and for each of us to grow closer in our relationships with God.

15 Min

ICE BREAKER: Several ice breaker game suggestions can be located at
bit.ly/NLCLifeGroup_Icebreakers. Take your pick, and enjoy the game together!

Transition: spend some time in Worship & Prayer

30-45 Min | THe leper
Mark 1: 40-45
Q1.

What is the definition of Grace and Mercy

Grace is a gift we don’t deserve
Mercy is not getting the punishment we deserve (forgiveness)
•

See the mercy of Christ and be merciful - we need to take the ideas and
convictions from Jesus’ teaching and turn it into spiritual maturity inside of us.

Q2.

Are you extending mercy and loving your enemies? If yes, tell us
how. If no, share how you can grow in this area.
•

To receive mercy, we need to be merciful - even when we despise someone’s
opinion or what they post on social media.

•

Christ knows we need to learn this from his teaching, that’s why the story is told
several times in the Gospels.

THREE THINGS ABOUT LEPROSY:

1.

It Killed the Soul First
Q3.

How is leprosy in the days of Jesus related to the sin of our lives
today?

It takes away our countenance, our soul, the way we think, the way we
live around our emotions.
LEV 13:46
•

labeled “unclean”

Leprosy was a sign of moral failure. Imagine everyone thinking you had
failed!
Q4.

Have you ever had anything happen to you that you knew was bad
for you physically, but you could tell that it was going to change
your soul? (Maybe you had an experience where your life flashed
before you.)

Sin like leprosy can affect your relationships and how you
communicate with others.

2.
Q5.

Leprosy Erodes the Body
Do you need to approach the Lord and ask for him to touch you
again? Explain.

This is a serious season we are living in; we are living without the mercy
and have forgotten the grace, and what sin tries to do to us.
LEV 13:46

MARK 1:40-42

3.

Leprosy caused Spiritual Separation

Q6.

Has there been a time when you felt spiritually separated from
God or the church?

Sin causes spiritual separation
•

When you give your heart to the Lord, there is so much mercy that is handed to
you that when the Father looks at you, he sees his Son! Jesus traded places with
us!

•

Nothing can compete with that mercy

Q7.

Is there someone you hurt or created pain in their life? Is there a way for
you to resolve it?

Think of someone you may be avoiding, separated from
•

Ask God to give you mercy and the opportunity to repent and ask for forgiveness.

•

Sometimes the mistakes we make, we just can not pay the price for them. You
can not just take care of your own sin. God needs to be in on the healing.

Q8.

Why should we worship in the pain verses only worshipping when we feel
His blessing?

The best worship you will ever have in your life is when you worship in
the pain.
•

Because He knows exactly what we want, but we need to tell him. “Lord, if you
are willing…” MARK 1:40

Q9.

Have you been given compassion and shown mercy that you can tell
others about? A time when you needed grace and mercy and God gave it
to you? Share your story.

Q10.

Do you have sin you need to cry out? Do you need the Lord’s mercy
toward that sin because you have been running from Him? Do you
recognize that His compassion is trying to reach you this day? Ask God to
help you by repenting of your current sin.

We are all like a leper in terms of our sin and the degradation of our
sin and the way we live; unclean, without God. We have no chance
without His mercy.
•

Please don’t be one who thinks He can’t reach you. When you think that way, it’s
like you are saying the cross was not enough.

•

Jesus KNOWS we need mercy

HEB 13: 5

Take Prayer requests and pray over NEEDS
CONFIRM OR SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT MEETING, whether LIVE or virtual
Leaders:

Please share your email address and cell numbers. Be available!

•

For more ideas, check out Virtual Life Group Plan.

•

As Life Group leaders—the hands, feet and voice of Jesus—remember “CPR”:
› C – Check-In and Care for People at least weekly
› P – Pray with and for them often
› R – Remember Scripture. God’s Word is powerful!

•

Group Participation Guideline Reminders:
›
›
›
›

Do not share anything that will embarrass anyone, including your spouse.
If called on you may pass on any questions you do not want to answer.
Allow time for everyone to share; do not dominate the conversation.
What is said in the group stays in the group. Use common sense and know
when something shared is personal and should remain confidential.

For Daily Prayer: The following linked resources can help strengthen our prayer lives
•
•
•

Foundations, Session 4: “What Is Prayer?”
The Lord’s Prayer Pattern
The Prayer of Jabez Prayer Pattern

•

The Trinity Prayer Patter

